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CRIPE has partnered with OPEN to strengthen our
opposition to publicly-funded religious schools.
OPEN is One Public Education Now.
OPEN is a coalition of groups and individuals who are crowd-funding
for a constitutional challenge through our courts to eliminate the public
funding of the duplicate Catholic Separate school system
Do you remember Ms. Landau? We reported the following in CRIPE newsletter #112 for Fall 2013.
“In early 2012 Ms. R. Landau, a citizen of Ontario and a lawyer, brought an Application before the Ontario
Superior Court of Justice which stated that the current public funding of separate schools on an equal basis
with public schools, and of grades 9 to 12, was contrary to the Charter of Rights. Also submitted was the fact
that at Confederation in 1867 separate schools received only about 2/3 of the funding per student as public
schools and did not include secondary school funding.
“Before proceeding with the arguments in the Application, it has to be determined if the person or body
submitting the Application has “standing”. That is, the right to litigate the issue. The judge ruled in the
negative. However, the judge did say that his decision ‘… should not stand as either an encouragement or an
impediment to a subsequent legal challenge.’
“The judge also commented that the Ontario government could ask for s.93 of the Constitution to be amended to remove a constitutional obligation to publicly fund separate religious schools, just as Quebec and Newfoundland & Labrador did.”
Now, with persons on side who will be sure of being able to qualify as having “standing”, the new group
is ready to tackle this issue again. The application before the courts will be an application for Ontario to be
forced to end the public funding of the Roman Catholic separate school systems, i.e. English & French.

Since this is also CRIPE’s ultimate aim, CRIPE is co-operating with OPEN through the use of our web
site to raise awareness of the issue.
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Background for More Rumblings from Alberta
Former education minister, David King, urges change.
The following was printed in
CRIPE newsletter for Winter, 2011.
This re-printing serves as background to new developments from
Mr. King at http://www.ouridea.ca
Although a little different from
Ontario, Alberta also has separate
school systems.
In Alberta, public school boards,
separate school boards, and charter
schools are fully funded. The Canadian Constitution Act of 1867 specifically requires that the education
rights of Protestant and Roman
Catholic minorities be protected.
Section 17 of the Alberta Act, 1905
guarantees that, in Alberta, the minority of either the Roman Catholic
or the Protestant faith has the constitutional right to establish a separate school system.
Alberta currently has only one
Protestant Separate School District
and 16 Roman Catholic School Districts. Under the School Act, “The
separate school electors in any public school district where a separate
school district is not established
may establish a separate school district within that public school district.” The rights and statutes to
establish a separate school apply to
either the Protestant or Roman
Catholic faith, whichever is the minority in the public school district.
Alberta does not have different requirements for the two faiths.

Call for change
In December of 2010, David
King, who served in Peter
Lougheed’s cabinet from 1979 to
1986, launched a website and petition calling for a referendum to
eliminate the publicly funded Ro-

man Catholic and Protestant
schools in the province.
“Separate school education fragments the community and undermines our concept of what a community is,” said King, who lives
in Edmonton. “If public education
is where we're demonstrating to
kids what it's going to be like to
live in a community as an adult in
Calgary, we don't serve the idea of
that model well when we send
some kids to one school because
of their religion and other kids to
another school because of their
religion.
“Separate school education in
Alberta in 2010 is the result of the
Battle on the Plains of Abraham
250 years ago, 2,500 kilometres
away,” King said. “And I’m not
sure that’s justification for maintaining separate but equal education at the beginning of the 21st
century.”
In reply to King’s initiative, Alberta Education spokeswoman
Kathy Telfer said: “It's not on the
table...what we have is one system. It’s one publicly-funded
school system that offers a range
of choice.”

King‘s response echoes that of
most Ontarians: “I believe passionately that most little kids should be
educated as Catholic kids beside
Protestant kids, beside rich kids,
beside poor kids, beside Indian
kids, beside new arrivals. I like the
idea of inclusive education.”
David King was a founder of the
Alberta Progressive Conservative
Party in the 1960s and is now on
the board of directors of the Alberta
Party, but said this campaign is separate from his political affiliation.
He is raising the issue now as the
government looks to open the Alberta School Act in the spring.
“I think that conversation should
include a discussion about the future of separate school education,”
said King. “The government may
say they want nothing to do with
the issue, but nothing prevents the
people of Alberta from having the
conversation, and I think the conversation is overdue.”
The School Act has a provision
that gives school boards the authority to create alternative programs
based on language, culture, religion, subject matter or teaching
philosophy.

IDEA:
Inclusive Diverse Education for All
Separate school education is an unusual phenomenon that
challenges the concept of a civil democratic society.

http://www.ouridea.ca
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NEWS RELEASE
Constitutional protection of Catholic education
in Ontario not an impediment to reform
December 20, 2016
For immediate release
TORONTO—Ontario's Catholic school system can be part of education reform, despite public misperceptions about the nature of its protection in the Constitution, finds a new study by the Fraser Institute,
an independent, non-partisan Canadian public policy think-tank.
“For far too long, genuine discussion about education reform in Ontario has been stymied by a misconception regarding the nature of constitutional protection afforded Catholic education.” said Deani Van
Pelt, director of the Barbara Mitchell Centre for Improvement in Education at the Fraser Institute.
The study, Does Constitutional Protection Prevent Education Reform in Ontario? finds that amending
constitutional provisions that only apply to one province is not as onerous as changing nationwide provisions and require a simple vote in the legislature of the affected province, and recognition by the federal
Parliament.
Initially, the constitutional provisions for minority denominational education in Quebec and Ontario
were designed to protect the Protestant and Catholic minorities respectively in the two newly-created
provinces.
Two other provinces, Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador, have already introduced education
reform by passing such amendments.
“There are many different education models across Canada and around the world that achieve better
student results and offer parents more choice for religious and alternative teaching pedagogies.” Van
Pelt said.
“Understanding that education reform is possible in Ontario allows families and policymakers to consider these alternatives to the status quo.”
(30)
This is not really news to us, it is obvious, because Quebec and Newfoundland & Labrador did exactly
as described above. Its only value is to use a credible source to counter provincial politicians who say
public funding of separate schools can’t be changed because “….it’s in the Constitution.”

The EXEMPTION File
Hard bargaining is taking place during the Mediation session of the Ontario
Human Rights Tribunal. Considering this, it may go down to the wire,
that is, in early June. Stay tuned.
Requests for financial support will be made when we have better knowledge of
our costs. If we are forced into a Hearing - cost will be higher.
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Steve Paikin’s Hail Mary blog
TVO’s Steve Paikin muses about what could be.

In football terms, a Hail Mary pass is a last-chance effort to score a
point. This is when the quarterback tosses the ball from wherever he is
on the field in the faint hope that a teammate will catch the ball.
Now think politics. When opinion polls tell a fumbling premier, in
effect, Kathleen Wynne, that she is at the bottom of a poll of support,
and is headed for certain defeat in an up-coming election, she may feel
that the hail Mary principle is her only chance

Forget getting back into favour through a lowering of electricity
prices. They are so high already due to misguided policies of the
previous government, that any meaningful reduction would have to be
massive.
So Steve Paikin, in his TVO blog, said he had been thinking about
what kind of a Hail Mary policy could attract Ontario voters to give
Wynne another look. Something so fantastically good that they couldn’t help voting in the Liberals for another term.
Paikin realized that there is a delicate balance between politics,
religion, and education, and the gradual full-funding of separate
schools only served to show that the imbalance was, indeed, delicate
and to emphasize the difference didn’t sit well in multicultural Ontario
where no other religion enjoyed the privilege of having its own
publicly-funded school system ….the public would be sure to take
notice of a move to eliminate the public funding of the Roman Catholic
separate school system, and his guess was that a majority of Ontario
voters would go for it.
He cites the fact that many of us have also noticed this as a glaring
contradiction. The constitutional bargain that put protection (NO
guarantee) for Roman Catholic schools in Ontario says that Quebec
will publicly fund Protestant schools in Quebec. Fair enough. BUT.
Quebec broke the so-called bargain when it opted for school systems
based on language—English and French. No bargain now.
Steve always thought that when Ontario wanted to do likewise, it
would take a Roman Catholic premier to do it to provide “religious
cover” for the act. But McGuinty didn’t do it and there remains
“considerable public antipathy to having four different governance
systems (English Public, English [Roman] Catholic, French Public, and
French [Roman] Catholic.
The original blog can be found at:
http://tvo.org/blog/current-affairs/the-hail-mary-pass-that-couldrestore-kathleen-wynne-and-her-government

Another reason to amalgamate school boards
From Ottawa Citizen files 2015-06-24

Every so often, we get yet another reminder of just how absurd
Ontario's public school system is.
The latest flare-up is in Stittsville
where parents are agitating for the
community's first public high
school after being ignored for the
past decade or so by the Liberal
government.
Well, the community's first
publicly funded, non-religious
school, anyway. Stittsville is home
to Sacred Heart Catholic school,
which receives tax dollars because
that's the way it's always been done
here in Ontario and there doesn't
appear to be a single politician in a
mainstream party with the courage
to admit that a modern, cosmopolitan society shouldn't be funding
religious schools.
Sacred Heart is also over capacity
already, because people actually
want their kids to be able to walk
or bike to a building in their own
city. Those who wish to stay in the
regular ol' public system currently
have to bus their kids down the
highway to Richmond.
"They're losing students to the
Catholic Board," Jenny Guth told
the Citizen last week. "They're
losing money. They're losing funding."
This is the choice Stittsville (and
other) parents of all faiths and
beliefs still have to make in Ontario
in 2015: either surrender and send
your children to learn under the
symbols and auspices of a taxpayer
-funded, faith-based administration
— one that was, as recently as last
year, defying the law by forcing
students to participate in Catholic
ceremonies and study religion—or
send them to school in another
town and quit whining.
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Viola Desmond’s image will be the first Canadian woman to grace
the front of the new Canadian ten-dollar bill.
The news that Viola Desmond will be the first Canadian
woman to grace the front of Canada’s ten dollar bill was met with
elation by members of the black community of Nova Scotia,
where she fought for equal rights seventy years ago.
In early December of 2016, Bank of Canada governor
Stephen Poloz, and Federal Finance Minister Bill Morneau,
announced in Ottawa that the black rights pioneer from Nova
Scotia will be the first Canadian woman featured on the front of a
Canadian banknote. The only other woman, on the front, has
been Queen Elizabeth.

Background
On Nov. 8, 1946, Viola Desmond, a 32-year-old black hairdresser, tried to buy a ticket for the main floor of the Roseland Theatre, in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. She was told she was not permitted to sit in the whites-only section and would have to find a seat in
the balcony.

Viola Desmond

In a spontaneous act of defiance, she took a main-floor seat
anyway. After refusals to the theatre’s manager, Viola was dragged
out of her seat, and to the lobby, by a burly policeman, bruising her
hip and legs in the process.

After a night in jail, she was arrested, and since
there was no actual law covering segregation, Viola was
convicted of defrauding the province of a penny, the difference in tax between what she paid for a balcony ticket and
what she should have paid to sit on the main floor. After
her conviction she had to pay a $20 fine, plus $6 in costs,
and returned to Halifax.

Viola’s Legacy
Viola Desmond's refusal to give up her seat in a
Nova Scotia theatre back in 1946 sent out a shock wave
that continues to be felt more than five decades later.
The event galvanized the local African-Canadian
community in a way never before seen in Canada. It focused the newly formed Nova Scotia Association for the
Advancement of Coloured Peoples, which paid Desmond's
fine and supported her court fight. It inspired the creation
of an independent black newspaper, The Clarion, whose
editor, Carrie Best, almost single-handedly brought attention to an event that could easily have been ignored.
Carrie Best and other activists continued a fight
that finally led to a repeal of segregationist policies in Nova

Scotia in1954. But most significantly, Viola Desmond's
example has inspired generations of African-Canadians,
especially in Nova Scotia, which has Canada's longeststanding black community (the first black person arrived
there in the early 1600s).
"l feel a great sense of pride for what she did,"
says Wanda Robson, who is Viola Desmond's younger
sister. "She wasn't doing it for herself or her family. It
was a fight against injustice brought on by the colour of a
person's skin. I think what she did helped lay a foundation
for young people growing up today."
Viola is our model, it took incredible character to
stand up, in person, for what she believed in. We, CRIPE,
are doing that now, but in a less personal way. It only
took Viola eight years, so far it has taken us 30 years this
coming December. The opposition is greater, but, like
Winston Churchill, we will “never, never, never, never,
never, give up.” And we, too, will go down in history.
_________________________________
Reference: The Beaver — Canada’s History
Magazine April—May, 2009
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CULIC: We kicked God out of the council
chamber, the classroom should be next
James Culic Niagara This Week-St. Catharines | Jan 20, 2016
Ontario's finance ministry recently launched pre-budget consultations to gather input on how to manage the province's
finances. But it has rejected outright the two most popular ideas: forgo the sale of Hydro One and merge the public and
Catholic school boards. (Reprinted with permission, first five paragraphs omitted re Hydro One.)

* * *
The Hydro One thing is interesting,
however, the number two most popular budget tip from the public is even
more fascinating in how quickly it
was also immediately dismissed by
the government.
The second most popular budget
suggestion for the Ontario government was to eliminate funding for the
Catholic school board. Last week, in
his first public statement since launching the website, the Liberal finance
minister made a point of ruling out
even the possibility of discussing
merging the two school boards, despite the strong response from the
public to do exactly that.
By funding both a public and a
Catholic school system in the province, the government is paying for
billions of dollars worth of needless
duplication. The Green Party - the
only party to officially support defunding the Catholic school system in
its platform documents says that the
system duplication creates more than
$1 billion in overspending every year.
One billion dollars annually is a lot of
money, especially for a cash-strapped
and cosmically indebted province like
Ontario, but that's still not the most
important reason to merge the school
system. The real reason the government should defund the Catholic
school system is even simpler: because it's the right thing to do. It's
probably worth noting here that I have
no specific issue with religious
schools themselves. If you want to
send your kid to a Catholic school,

Jewish school, or a school for Jedi
Knights, that's all cool with me, so
long as it's privately funded and not
coming from taxpayer funds.
When the two-tiered public and
Catholic system was first introduced,
it made perfect sense and was, all
things considered, a good deal. But
that was 1867. Things have changed.
Women can vote now. Polio no longer kills you at age 32. A phone fits in
your pocket and is capable of accessing the collected works of the entirety of human history and knowledge
at the press of a few buttons.
In Canada in 1867, about 50 per
cent of the population were Catholic.
Today in Ontario, according to the
most recent census, people who identified themselves as Catholic now
represent less than 20 per cent of the
population. People who identified as
having no religious affiliation at all
represent 23 per cent of the population; so where's the special Atheist
school board? There isn't one, and
there shouldn't be one, and there
shouldn't be a Catholic school board
either.
The Catholic school system is exclusionary to the majority of the student population who have no interest
in that faith, and also creates a highly
unfair and segregated hiring process
for teachers. There's a huge wait list
for young, perfectly qualified and
willing teachers who want to get into
the public school system, but can't.
They also can't even apply to be a
teacher in the Catholic system, because a wildly outdated hiring prac-

tice which requires written recommendation from a priest. Prospective
teachers looking to get into the Catholic school board must prove that
they "participate in the sacramental
life of the Church" and "come from a
Catholic background."
So ostensibly, if you were born
into the wrong religion, you're ineligible to even apply for this teaching
job. That's about as close as you can
get to the textbook definition of a
human rights violation. But if the
two-tier education system in Ontario
is a clear violation of Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms - which,
to be clear, it absolutely is a violation - then how does it still exist?
* * *1
Last year, a legal challenge successfully forced municipal governments here in Niagara to stop reciting religious prayers during council
meetings.
* * *1
Times have changed, and it's time
for the Ontario government to catch
up. It's time to do away with taxpayer funded religious schools. Preferably, within the next few years; at
least before I have kids myself anyway. One less thing to argue about
with the wife.
1

Two irrelevant/controversial paragraphs
removed.

James Culic is Niagara this Week's
reporter in the southern tier. Yell at
him on Twitter@jamesculic or send
him angry emails to
jculic@niagarathisweek.com
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An Opportunity
to inform
Hi Renton:

We have distributed the attached
coupon to several schools in
Ottawa, which made the Catholic
School Board very nervous. We
are asking if you could put out a
plea in your next newsletter, asking for volunteers who would be
willing to distribute these coupons
in their area. We would send them
the coupons at no cost to them.
The only ground rule is that they
should pass the coupons to students on public property.
Contact:
Sheila/Ottawa <sheila@secularism.net>

My experience
I, along with a chum from
CRIPE, undertook, at the request
of a student from St Joseph’s
High School in Renfrew, to pass
out some coupons (as shown below) to some students on their
way to that school. There is an
elementary school right next door,
but two roads seemed to lead into
the high school. We placed ourselves so that we would meet students entering the high school
from those two roads.
I placed myself at one road, on
public property, some distance
and around a corner from my
chum, and waited for a stream of
students to pass by. Although a
residential area surrounded the
schools, there were dozens of
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buses arriving, so much so that I
was tempted to go to where the
students were disembarking right
by the school’s main doors, but I
didn’t dare. That’s no-no.
I had a fistful of copies of a
CRIPE newsletter as well as the
“ticket” below, but only about a
dozen students went by.
It wasn’t long before I saw two
men in suits making a hurried Bline for me. I expected this, but it
was too late to phone the local
paper. One was the Principal and
one the Vice. We talked for
about a half hour, each on our
own mission, and then they left,
after accusing me of causing trauma to his students. I was careful,
however, to just offer the literature and not attempt to stuff it in a
knapsack. It was fun.
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WHO WE ARE
Civil Rights in Public
Education, Inc. is an organization
composed of citizens of differing
backgrounds, living in more than
155 communities across Ontario,
committed to one strong public
education system, which offers
neither privilege nor prejudice to
anyone.
OUR AIMS ARE





To serve as advocates for civil
rights in public education so
that the public is informed
about the issue of publiclyfunded separate schools.
To hasten the day when
Ontario’s education policy
recognizes the dignity and
worth of all children, their
right to equality, and their
right to freedom from
religious discrimination.
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Eliminate parallel school systems
An article in the Ottawa Citizen spoke of school closings with a picture of a mother and child, the mother noted as having made the decision to place her child in a Roman Catholic separate school because it
was the closest and would therefore eliminate a bus ride to the public
school. This prompted a letter from Maureen Dagg of Almonte, and a
long-time strong supporter of CRIPE, which was printed in the Ottawa
Citizen on March 2nd this year.

Re: French, Catholic school numbers not failing; Enrolment
rises as largest board faces closures, Feb. 27
The article about how parents will switch to the local Catholic
board if their public school closes gives me an idea: Since they allow
non-Catholics to attend, why don't we all send our kids there? Then we
can demand the Catholic system becomes non-Catholic. We will then
have the system we want: optional religious studies courses, and we
can stop this ridiculous funding of parallel systems.
Savings all
around, and better education for our kids.
Maureen Dagg, Almonte

A Thought to Consider

"History, you can't change. But sometimes
you have to recognize that the things that
were done weren't right, and then you
have to try and right them."
Sunday Miller, Africville Heritage Trust, Halifax

To be added to the mailing list, send $20.00 to
OUR LOGO
Our logo is composed of a
background scroll representing
the charters of rights which
guarantee fundamental freedoms
to all individuals; the numeral “1”
signifies equality and social unity
in one public education system
for each official language; the
flame above is the universal
symbol for freedom.
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Above all we must make sure that no citizen of
Ontario, now, or ever in the future, is privileged
or disadvantaged publicly because of his/her
faith, or absence of faith.

